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   1950’s Popular Culture

Icon Project

The 1950’s was a decade of affluence and of societal icons. An icon is an important and enduring symbol, representing the age and easy to call to mind.  For this project, you will be assigned to a group to work on an assigned icon of the time.  Together, you will create a presentation in Power Point, talking about your icon.  Each group member will present at least one slide that they researched and created on the subject.  Below is the list of the iconic culture figures you will be researching:

1. Elvis Presley and Rock n’ Roll

2. Willie Mays and baseball

3. 1950’s Cars

4. James Dean

5. Marilyn Monroe and Joe DiMaggio

6. Duck and Cover songs and Fall out shelters

7. Advertising icons and jingles

8. Fashion – poodle skirts, saddle shoes and penny loafers

9. Black and white television and Lucille Ball

On every slide there needs to be at least one photo, and within the presentation there needs to be a sound or movie clip embedded.  While you may have slide transitions, you may NOT have sentence transitions or dangling/dropping word animations.  There must be a minimum of 10 slides. You are highly encouraged to be creative with this project!
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Your first source for research is your textbook.  Once you have exhausted the textbook, you should look to the websites below.  These websites have a lot of information for your projects.  Remember wikapedia is not always correct and that it is not acceptable for your facts or summaries.  Information MUST be in your own words.  

1. Retro – A website dedicated to the 50’s and beyond. Lot’s of links to helpful sites. 

2. Rewind the Fifities - An online cyber community of hep cats and cool chicks keeping the decade alive with stories, photos, memories and suggested links...plus cruise on over to a great photo gallery of 50's cars.

3. 1950’s History – A site with lots of information for different topics, highly suggested you look over this site for information

4. The American 1950's - For the serious student of the 50's featuring a college education in the decade in an A-Z link list of related sports history, television, the Eisenhower years, Elvis, James Dean, 50's films, the beatnik movement and lots more.

5. We Love Lucy - Do they ever, in a great fan tribute to Lucy, Desi, the casts of I Love Lucy, The Lucy Show, and featuring related pictures, fan art, discussion boards, weekly online newsletter and lots more.

6. Old Forty Five:  a website with links on Rock and Roll, cars, and other information, including jingles and menus.  

7.  1950’s Pop culture:  This website is all about the different aspects of  of the 1950’s.  Highly suggested to look at this no matter what your group assignment.  

8.  1950’s Fashion:  All about the fashions of the time! 
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9.  1950’s Costs and Events:  Has a lot of good information on the pricing of cars, televisions, and a lot of information on what is going on around the world during this decade.   

10. 1950’s Baseball:  This site is all about the events of the 1950’s in baseball.  

10. 1950’s Commercials and Advertising:  This site has a lot of commercials from the 1950’s.  

11.  The Pop History Dig : All about the 1950’s.
