
Travel, Trade, and Exploration  

Document Based Questions (DBQs)  

Name _______________________________________ hour _____ 
Directions: Answer the questions that follow the written document using the space provided. Base your answers to 

questions 1, 2, 3 and 4 on the reading below and on your knowledge of social studies.  

- Quobna Ottobah Cugoano was kidnapped from his African home as a young boy and sold into slavery. In this 

excerpt from his 1787 autobiography, he describes his ordeal:  

The horrors I soon saw and felt, cannot be well described; I saw many of my miserable countrymen chained two and two, 

some handcuffed, and some with their hands tied behind.... When we arrived at the castle, I saw him [the kidnapper] take 

a gun, a piece of cloth, and some lead [in exchange] for me, and then he told me that he must now leave me there, and 

went off. This made me cry bitterly, but I was soon conducted to a prison, for three days where I heard the groans and 

cries of many, and saw some of my fellow captives. But when a vessel arrived to conduct us away to the ship, it was a 

most horrible scene; there was nothing to be heard but the rattling of chains, smacking of whips, and the groans and cries 

of our fellow-men. Some would not stir from the ground, when they were lashed and beat in the most horrible manner. I 

have forgotten the name of this infernal fort; but we were taken in the ship that come for us, to another that was ready to 

sail from Cape Coast. When we were put into the ship, we saw several black merchants coming on board, but we were all 

drove into our holes, and not suffered to speak to any of them. In this situation we continued several days in sight of our 

native land; but I could find no good person to give any information of my situation…. And when we found ourselves at 

last taken away, death was more preferable than life; and a plan was concerted amongst us, that we might burn and blow 

up the ship, and to perish all together in the flames: but we were betrayed by one of our own countrywomen….  

1. What did the kidnapper receive in exchange for delivering Cugoano? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What were the conditions like on the ship for the captured Africans? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why did the plan to burn the ship not succeed? What might have been the motives behind the betrayal? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How do you think Cugoano’s published writings might have helped the cause of abolition (banning slavery)? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Directions: Answer the questions that follow the written document using the space provided. Base your answers to 

questions 5-10 on the reading below and on your knowledge of social studies.  

- An early-thirteenth-century letter from governor of Sijilmasa in sourthern Morocco to the King of Ghana in 

Western Africa: 

We are neighbors in benevolence even if we differ in religion; we agree on right conduct and are one in leniency towards 

our subjects. It goes without saying that justice is an essential quality of kings in conducting sound policy; tyranny is the 

preoccupation of ignorant and evil minds. We have heard about the imprisonment of poor traders and their being 

prevented from going freely about their business. The coming to and fro of merchants to a country is of benefit to its 

inhabitants and a help to keeping it populous. If we wished we would imprison the people of that region who happen to be 

in our territory but we do not think it right to do that. We ought not to “forbid immorality while practicing it ourselves”. 

Peace be upon you.  



5. Based on the context, what do you think the word “benevolence” means? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What policy does the governor of Sijilmasa urge the king of Ghana to adopt? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What might have been the governor’s motivations to write this letter? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. According to the governor, what are the benefits of allowing merchants to enter and leave countries freely? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Based on your prior knowledge of North Africa’s religious history, where do you think the quote “forbid 

immorality…” came from? Why might this quote have been chosen? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. How does this letter help illustrate the influence that trade can have on foreign relations? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Directions: Answer the questions that follow the chart on the Columbian Exchange using the space provided. Base your 

answers to questions on the chart below and on your knowledge of social studies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Western Hemisphere  

The “New World” 

 

Corn 

Potatoes 

Sweet Potatoes 

Beans 

Squash 

Pumpkins 

Chili Peppers 

Turkeys 

Pineapples 

Tomatoes 

Cocoa 

Silver 

Gold 

Sunflowers 

Tobacco 

From the Eastern Hemisphere  

The “Old World” 

 

Wheat      

Sugar      

Bananas      

Rice 

Oats 

Barley 

Rye 

Grapes 

Olives 

Apples 

Coffee 

Horses 

Pigs 

Cows, Oxen 

Goats 

Chickens 

Smallpox (disease) 

Typhus (disease) 

Crabgrass 

Dandelions  

Honeybee 

 

The 

Columbian 

Exchange 



11. What metals went from the new world to the old? What impact do you think this might have had on Nations 

that received these metals? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                

12. What nonfood items went from the Eastern Hemisphere to the Western Hemisphere? Which ones might have 

affected the population levels of the Western Hemisphere? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                

 

13. What staple foods (very commonly eaten by many people) were transferred from the New World to the Old? 

What impact might this have had on the population levels of the Old World? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

               

               

14. How does the Columbian Exchange still influence life today? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

               

              

               

 

 

Directions: Study the map below and answer the questions that follow. Base your answers to questions on the Map and 

on your knowledge of social studies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



15. What is the time frame of the Slave Trade, and which three continents were primarily involved? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                

16. Approximately how many Africans were sent to the New World? ______________________________________ 

17. Why do you think there is such a big difference between the low and high end of the estimates? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________ _________________________________________________________________ 

               

              

               

18. On which continent was Cotton being grown? _____________________________________________________ 

19. On which continent was both rice and tobacco being grown? _________________________________________ 

20. Which region received the most slaves? The least? __________________________________________________ 


